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Performance Indications

Strings should be tuned in pure fifths in the following manner with D acting as the central tone.
D4 = 293.665Hz:
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Cent tuning relating to harmonic series: top values indicate fundamental and overtone and bottom value

indicates cent deviation. These should be practiced with an electronic tuner.
D: 51
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If not indicated with an overtone and cent value, accidentals with arrows AXEEE indicate eighth tones
and the signs < = % tone flat and fo Y4 tone sharp.

Bowing Positions and techniques:

p.n. = position normal

s.t = sul tasto

m.s.t. = molto sul tasto

S.p. = sul ponicello

m.s.p. = molto sul ponticello c.l.t. = col legno tratto
12 c.l.t. = 12 col legno tratto

c.l.b. = col legno battuto

12 c.l.b. = 12 col legno battuto

Horizontal tremolo: bowing along string producing a brushing sound:

horizontal trem.
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Left hand 12 pressed: with Bartok pizzicato only a shadow of a pitch should be present. Bowed actions
with left hand 12 pressed should produce a pitched, whispery tone. It might be necessary to place an
extra left-hand finger behind the finger to avoid a flageolet sound.
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Bow on tuning pegs and bridge: breathy sound produced with as much sound as possible. All dynamic
indications in quotation marks i.e. “f” indicates intensity of action and not dynamic result.
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Bowing 12 on the bridge: the bow 12 on the bridge and 12 on the string. This should be a slightly noisy
sound with the pitch still present. It might be necessary to adjust the angle of the bow:

Y2 on bridge

Left hand damping string: to be done with whole hand (without pitch). All battuto, jeté and balzando
actions should be done with one solitary movement “freely,” i.e. just letting the single action take as long
or short as it needs.

c.L.b.L.h. damped
pn—— > sp.
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Duration: 35 minutes
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