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On April 22th, 2001 the Basler Quartet premiered the string quartet Lizkor VeLishkoach (to Remember and to Forget), 
which was commissioned by the Villa Bernau, Switzerland in 2000. Lizkor VeLishkoach (to Remember and to Forget) can 
be performed together with Franz Schubert‘s Quartet in G Major D887. Lizkor VeLishkoach (Hebrew for „to remember 
and to forget“) forms it’s meaning from the roots of the words of its title. The root of „Lizkor“ is „zecher“, which means 
both “memory” and “imprint.” Embedded within the verb „Lishkoach“ is the word „Koach“ meaning “power.” In com-
posing this piece the composer explores concepts grounded in the Hebrew language that have further manifested 
themselves in the course of time and “imprinted” themselves within subjective and collective memory. The mathe-
matician Harald Helfgott assisted with the calculations for the temporal structure of this piece.IM
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